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Ohio, a blast furnace at Columbus, a works at Zanes-
ville, coal mines in West Virginia, and ore mines in
the Lake Superior district. What is said about the
plant at Middletown applies with equal force to all
of the other plants of the corporation. As George
M. Verity, the president, stated to me in the midst
of the steel strike:
"We know of this strike only through the news-
papers. I am interested in it and the men are in-
terested in it, but not in any very personal way and
not at all in so far as it concerns our own affairs."
The company has no formal system of represen-
tation and it has not felt the need for any. Mr.
Verity is a big, broad man and he has filled the whole
organization with the idea that everyone from the top
down should regulate his every action in, as he ex-
presses it, <ca spirit of fairness, a square deal always
both in theory and practice; a big, broad view of
every problem, cutting out all narrowness and little-
ness ; a spirit of unselfishness, of loyalty, and of cour-
tesy to and consideration for the other fellow."
These are fine words, but fine words butter no
parsnips. Mr. Verity does the buttering by being
eternally at his desk. He lives in Middletown and
he and his associates both in Middletown and in the